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THE SEA BREEZE:
THE FIRST NEWSPAPER OF THE LOWER
PINELLAS PENINSULA
by: Willard B. Simonds

On June 23, 1887 the Tampa Journal noted: “In 1885 Mr. (W.J.) McPherson came to Disston
City from Deland, and on the first day of the following April (1886) issued the first number of
The Sea Breeze. On the first day of the following April (1887) it was merged into the Herald”
Thus, in one brief paragraph, the beginning and the end of the first newspaper published on the
lower Pinellas Peninsula was reported!
W. J. (Will) McPherson was one of three sons of Elias B. McPherson, who had homesteaded
168 acres of today’s St. Petersburg Beach in 1885. Besides The Sea Breeze, the McPhersons,
father and sons, operated a printing business, a lumber yard, a contracting business, and a general
business agency, all in Disston City. They also cleared and farmed at least some of their acreage
at St. Petersburg Beach. Besides all that activity, Elias B. was superintendent of the Disston City
Sunday School. The Sea Breeze of March 1, 1887 remarked: “Another voter added to the list in
this precint on February 17th; Ye editor having attained his majority on that day. Congratulations
and subscriptions are in order.” Thus, W. J. McPherson was only 20 when he founded The Sea
Breeze.
McPherson was assisted in his publishing venture by G. W. Bennett, “a veteran
newspaperman.” The Sea Breeze in an article about Bennett declared: “We are indebted to him
for assistance in our office.” There are indications in several issues of the paper that E. B.
McPherson, W. J.’s father, also had a hand in the publication. Walter Fuller credits Bennett with
hand cutting, from a block of black mangrove wood, the flagstaff of the paper, first used in
volume one, number three. That actual hand cut flagstaff is on display at the St. Petersburg
Historical Museum, and a print from it is used as the flagstaff of the newsletter of the St.
Petersburg Historical Society.
Disston City of the 1880s was no metropolis, having a population of 150, but it was the largest
settlement of the five towns on lower Pinellas. No other settlement south of Bayview had a
population of over 100. The settlers were farmers, fishermen, small merchants, skilled
tradesmen, plus a few real estate and “general business” agents. The earliest arrivals had
acquired their land by homesteading, generally in blocks of 160 acres or more. Later arrivals had
to purchase their land from one of the homesteaders or from one of Hamilton Disston’s land
companies. The usual purchase appears to have been either five or ten acres.
While The Sea Breeze carried no news of earth shaking importance, its seventeen issues did
chronicle the comings and goings of the people of the entire lower peninsula, events which were
of importance in their daily lives. It included the news from the settlements of Disston City,
Pinellas, John’s Pass, New Cadiz, and Paul's Landing. Perusing it can furnish a glimpse into
daily life in pioneer Pinellas County.
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Editorially, The Sea Breeze campaigned for better roads, a railroad, better mail service, more
interest in Sunday School, greater harmony among citizens, and more cooperation among the
settlements on the “Point.” More then once it spoke very strongly against liquor and the people
who sold it.
The final edition of The Sea Breeze was issued April 1, 1887, when “it was merged into the
Herald and sold to Mr. Langstreth who became publisher and Mr. R. E. Neeld of Pinellas,
editor.” H. M. Langstreth, apparently a resident of Disston City, was mentioned in an article in
The Sea Breeze of December 1, 1886. Walter Fuller wrote that R. E. Neeld was one of four
brothers who came to Florida from Selma, Alabama in 1873, and in 1886, moved from Tampa to
Big Bayou (also known as Pinellas) where he opened a small grocery store. The final issue of
The Sea Breeze made no mention of its forthcoming demise, and all that is known about its successor, The Herald, is that at least one issue was published, R. E. Neeld was the editor, and that it
was printed by McPherson. No copies of any issue of the Herald have come to this writer’s
attention.
Why did McPherson discontinue The Sea Breeze? We do not know the answer, but here is one
theory. In the 1880s Hamilton Disston, through his land companies, was spending large sums
promoting Disston City throughout the United States and England. Highly exaggerated,
multicolored maps, and brochures filled with extravent claims for the future of Disston City were
distributed by the thousands. Disston subsidized the first fourteen issues of The Sea Breeze by
running full page ads in ten of those issues, possibly in the hope that having a local newspaper in
Disston City would help land sales. But, those ads, and the subsidy, vanished after the January 1,
1887 issue. Without the subsidy, The Sea Breeze became a money-losing venture which
McPherson could not or would not afford to carry on.
The question remains, why Disston discontinued the subsidy? By 1887 it had become clear that
the Orange Belt Railroad was to terminate at Paul’s Landing, instead of at Disston City. While
Disston had only himself to blame, it did not change the fact that Paul's Landing was destined to
grow, and the other settlements on the “Point” were destined to decline. Thus, why subsidize a
newspaper in a declining area? Disston City did not decline into complete oblivion as did
Pinellas, New Cadiz, and John's Pass, but it came close.
Seventeen issues of The Sea Breeze were published during its one year of existence. A
complete file of original copies of all these issues is located in the archives of the St. Petersburg
Historical Society at the Museum. A representative issue of The Sea Breeze, (November 15,
1886), loaned by the St. Petersburg Historical Society, is reproduced throughout these pages.
Copies of all seventeen issues are available for reading at the St. Petersburg Historical Museum,
the Gulfport Public Library, and the Gulfport Historical Society.
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